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“Free and full discussion is 
the archstone of 
democracy.”

–M. L. Wilson

“I think [this discussion project] is one of
the most significant developments in
extension work since the Smith‐Lever Act
was passed. I have been waiting for a long
time for someone to take the initiative in
this field.”

‐Kenyon Butterfield to 
M. L. Wilson, April 15, 1935
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“We turned off the pavement with some misgivings for even well-
built top soil roads, as good as South Carolina makes them, have a 
tendency to revert to type, the pioneer type, under repeated 
drenchings…

…The leader arrived and we assumed the circular informality 
of seating which seems to set forward group participation. The 
opening question was thrown into the ring. It was interesting to 
watch the leader, a young chap, two years at Clemson College.
Left a farm by his father he was applying expert knowledge and 
making good. The training group had supplied him with a set of 
questions to guide him in the discussion. He used them but used 
initiative in their application to this particular group. The give and 
take was good, and tho all were well-to-do farmers their opinions 
clashed mildly as would be expected with the topic under 
discussion. They were interested in the future of young 
people…
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What image comes to mind
when you think of the idea or
experience of democracy?
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Democracy in Context

The V-Dem project distinguishes between five high-level principles of democracy:
electoral, liberal, participatory, deliberative, and egalitarian, and collects data to
measure these principles. Download dataset and reports at https://v-dem.net/.
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Varieties of Democracy
• Data from 1789-2021

• The level of democracy enjoyed
by the average global citizen in
2021 is down to 1989 levels. The
last 30 years of democratic
advances are now eradicated.

• Dictatorships are on the rise and
harbor 70% of the world
population—5.4 billion people.
“Epidemics of coups suggests
autocrats are becoming bolder.

• Polarization escalates towards
toxic levels in 40 countries.
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Think about your own 
communities, neighborhoods, 
workplaces, or classrooms. 

➤What does it look like?

➤Is there a dominant or 
homogenous political, 
cultural, or religious identity?

➤Are you part of that culture? 
Or are you, in some way, part 
of a minority?
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Brown, J. R., & Enos, R. D. (2021). The measurement of partisan sorting for 180 million voters. Nature Human Behaviour. doi:10.1038/s41562-021-01066-z
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Defining Civil 
Discourse
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How do you define 
civil discourse?
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Civility as politeness

• Provides us a code of conduct or “mode of behavioral management.”

• Focuses our attention on surface features of an action, rather than the motivation for the 
action or the nature of the action itself.

• About “manners” (the ways we do things).

• Politeness involves being polished: altering rough surfaces to make them smooth. 

• Incivility is entirely a matter of being rude: of insulting others, either directly, or by using 
inappropriate tones of voice (OR ALL CAPS AND LOTS OF EXCLAMATION POINTS!!!). 

Civility as responsiveness 

• The ideal of citizenship imposes a moral, not a legal, duty—the duty of civility—to be able 
to explain to one another on those fundamental questions how the principles and policies 
they advocate and vote for can be supported by the political values of public reason.

• This duty also involves a willingness to listen to others and a fair-mindedness in deciding 
when accommodations to their views should reasonably be made.

• If the slogan for civility as politeness is “we can disagree without being disagreeable,” 
then the slogan for civility as responsiveness might be “we can agree to disagree” or 
perhaps better, “disagreement is no reason to stop talking with one another.” 

What Do We Mean by Civility?

Laden, A. S. (2019). Two Concepts of Civility. In R. G. Boatright, T. J. Shaffer, S. Sobieraj, & D. G. Young (Eds.), A 
Crisis of Civility?: Political Discourse and its Discontents (pp. 9‐30). New York: Routledge.

Weak civility is often equated with politeness; it 
allows us to strategically ignore or avoid 
uncomfortable differences of belief or practice. 

Strong civility can be used to engage 
differences in a way that will deepen a sense of 
community; it includes deliberation, deep 
listening, dialogue, confrontation, protest, and 
civil disobedience. 

Pseudo civility invokes weak civility norms 
against strong civility, resulting in a refusal to 
engage on the grounds that engaging some 
difference is always uncivil, even if the difference 
is arguably of great public and moral importance.

Moving Beyond Weak Civility
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What are the challenges to civil
discourse in the spaces where
you have leadership and/or
influence?
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What is the purpose 
of education?

What is the purpose 
of education?

Does how you teach align with 
that vision of education?
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–Parker Palmer

“To teach is to create a 
space…. A learning space 

has three major 
characteristics, three 
essential dimensions: 

openness, boundaries, and 
air of hospitality.”

Education as “Banking”

• Students are containers and receptacles 
to be filled by the teacher.

• “In the banking concept of education, 
knowledge is a gift bestowed by those 
who consider themselves knowledgable 
upon those whom they consider to know 
nothing.”

• “The more students work at storing the 
deposits entrusted to them, the less they 
develop the critical consciousness which 
would result from their intervention in the 
world as transformers of that world. 
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–Myles Horton

“The best ways of educating people is to give them an
experience that embodies what you are trying to
teach. When you believe in a democratic society, you
provide a setting for education that is democratic.”

–Myles Horton

“The best ways of educating people is to give them an
experience that embodies what you are trying to
teach. When you believe in a democratic society, you
provide a setting for education that is democratic.”
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What We Know About Campus 
Climate Regarding Speech

1. Students say that (when politics come up in class) the majority of their UNC professors do try to 
discuss both sides of political issues and encourage opinions from across the political spectrum.

2. The current campus climate does not consistently promote free expression and constructive 
dialogue across the political spectrum. 

➤ Some students even worry their course grades might be affected, and a substantial proportion 
of students—24.1% (liberal) to 67.9% (conservative) depending on student ideology—report 
engaging in self-censorship.

➤ A substantial proportion of students—over 25%—reported that they would endorse blocking or 
interrupting events featuring speakers with whom they disagree.

3. Although students across the political spectrum report facing challenges related to free 
expression, these challenges seem to be more acute for students who identify as conservative.

4. Students across the political spectrum want more opportunities to engage with those who think 
differently. 

Larson, Jennifer, Mark McNeilly, and Timothy J. Ryan. "Free Expression and Constructive Dialogue at the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill." Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 2020.
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What do we mean by civility?
➤ Civility as politeness

➤ Provides us a code of conduct or “mode of behavioral management.”

➤ Focuses our attention on surface features of an action, rather than the motivation for the action or the nature of 
the action itself.

➤ About “manners” (the ways we do things).

➤ Politeness involves being polished: altering rough surfaces to make them smooth. 

➤ Incivility is entirely a matter of being rude: of insulting others, either directly, or by using inappropriate tones of 
voice (OR ALL CAPS AND LOTS OF EXCLAMATION POINTS!!!). 

➤Civility as responsiveness 

➤ The ideal of citizenship imposes a moral, not a legal, duty—the duty of civility—to be able to explain to one 
another on those fundamental questions how the principles and policies they advocate and vote for can be 
supported by the political values of public reason.

➤ This duty also involves a willingness to listen to others and a fair-mindedness in deciding when accommodations 
to their views should reasonably be made.

➤ If the slogan for civility as politeness is “we can disagree without being disagreeable,” then the slogan for civility 
as responsiveness might be “we can agree to disagree” or perhaps better, “disagreement is no reason to stop 
talking with one another.” 

Laden, A. S. (2019). Two Concepts of Civility. In R. G. Boatright, T. J. 
Shaffer, S. Sobieraj, & D. G. Young (Eds.), A Crisis of Civility?: Political 
Discourse and its Discontents (pp. 9‐30). New York: Routledge.
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So What’s Deliberative 
Pedagogy, Anyway?

Learn more by visiting deliberativepedagogy.org



5/20/2022

32

What is Deliberative Pedagogy?

➤ Deliberative pedagogy is a democratic educational process 
and a way of thinking that encourages students to encounter 
and consider multiple perspectives, weigh trade-offs and 
tensions, and move toward action through informed judgment. 

➤ It is simultaneously a way of teaching that is itself deliberative 
and a process for developing the skills, behaviors, and values 
that support deliberative practice. 

➤ Perhaps most important, the work of deliberative pedagogy is 
about space-making: creating and holding space for authentic 
and productive dialogue, conversations that can ultimately be 
not only educational but also transformative. 
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deliberativepedagogy.org
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Examples from the Sciences

Learn more by visiting https://www.deliberativepedagogy.org/publications
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Does it Matter in the Longterm?

…the Democracy Fellows have a more
“complex and nuanced understanding of
citizenship and its responsibilities.” Ten years
on, they are more likely to be politically active
and express more eagerness “to engage with
people who hold different beliefs.” Their
classmates’ concepts of citizenship are “more
legalistic and less complex than those of the
Democracy Fellows.”

Does it Matter in the Longterm?
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What is a challenge in your educational
space(s) when it comes to engaging in
democratic discourse (and, if applicable,
action)? And what will you do about it?
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